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Introduction and 
Context

• Assessment Co-Design Context

• Importance of Assessment Clarity

• Supported Innovation through 

CADI

• Narrative Approach of Presentation



The Problem



• Students guess expectations

• Confidence drops

• Performance affected

• Worse in block teaching  

Why This Matters?



The Opportunity
 

CADI Collaborative 
Growth Initiative



Four Big Insights from Research

Co-design improves 
assessment literacy

Students better 
understand standards, 

criteria, and 
expectations.

Found across 51 studies 
in Smith et al. (2025). 

Negotiating rubric 
wording increases 
clarity & ownership

Meer & Chapman (2015) 
showed co-creating 

criteria bridges language 
gaps and improves 

shared understanding. 

Students want 
meaningful 

conversations about 
assessment

Bovill (2022) emphasises 
co-creation as 

partnership praxis. 

Social constructivist 
processes deepen 

understanding

O’Donovan, Price & Rust 
(2008) show that sense-
making happens through 

dialogue and example, 
not just written 

articulation. 



What I did?

Step 1: Early release of draft briefs 

Step 5: Negotiated Assessment Brief

Step 2: RAG (Red–Amber–Green) analysis

Step 3: Student rewritesStep 4: Online consolidation



Before and 
After: An 
Example



Before



After



What Improved

• Clearer assessment language

• Better understanding of 

expectations

• Increased student confidence

• Reduced anxiety (especially 

early in block)



What Was 
Challenging

• Took more time than planned

• Some students participated 

less

• Requires facilitation and 

structure



Key Insight 

• Purposeful Co-Design Strategy

• Avoiding Indiscriminate Use

• Enhancing Shared 

Understanding

• Transferable Learning Insight



Transferable 
Takeaways

• Start Small with Co-Design

• Co-Design as a Spectrum

• Dialogue Enables Clarity



“If students don’t understand assessment, clarity 

isn’t something we deliver. 

It’s something we co-create.”
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